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Братья Нобель

Роберт Нобель
(1829–1896)

Людвиг Нобель
(1831–1888) 

Альфред Нобель

(1833-1896) 





Роберт Нобель Эмануэль Нобель



Альфред Нобель Альфред Нобель





Братья Нобель    В 1879 г. братья объединили 
капиталы и учредили 
"Акционерное товарищество 
нефтяного производства братьев 
Нобель" ("Бранобель") на основе 
нефтеперегонного завода в Баку. 
завод "Людвиг Нобель" стал больше 
ориентироваться на выпуск 
оборудования для нефтяной 
промышленности. Нобели 
объединили в одном предприятии 
добычу, переработку и 
транспортировку нефти, впервые в 
России построив нефтеналивной 
флот.



Товарищество нефтяного 
производства братьев 
Нобель
Основатели :
Людвиг Нобель
Роберт Нобель Альфред 
Нобель
Пётр Бильдерлинг



В качестве учредителей 
товарищества выступали трое 

братьев Нобелей Людвиг, 
Роберт и Альфред 

Эммануиловичи и их друг, 
полковник гвардейской 

артиллерии (впоследствии 
генерал) барон Петр 

Александрович 
Бильдерлинг.



Указ о создании "Товарищество 
нефтяного производства братьев 

Нобель (Бранобель)" подписал 
император Александр II.



В 1879 г. 25 мая (6 июня по 
новому стилю) в России (г.Баку) 
была основана первая 
иностранная и крупнейшая 
нефтепромышленная компания 
"Товарищество нефтяного 
производства братьев Нобель 
(Бранобель)" с основным 
капиталом в 3.0 млн рублей. Указ 
о создании компании утвердил 
Император Александр II.



Good morning ladies and gentlemen, dear friends.
Today I was asked to talk about the legendary Nobel brothers oil company called in short as 
Branobel in Russian or NobelOil in English. It was established in Baku in 1879 by three 
brothers: Ludvig, who was on the top of initial Nobel industrial empire in Sankt -Peterburg, 
Robert who opened the Baku oil for the family and who had a unique strategic vision and 
knowledge of oil and renowned Alfred Nobel, the founder of Nobel Prize and the greatest 
scientist of the world. The decree of establishment of the company given the importance of 
the historic moment and magnitude of the capital of the company (3 mln golden roubles) and 
its declared aims and goals was signed by the Russian Imperator Alexander the 2. Ludvig was 
the biggest shareholder, Alfred Nobel the third largest.
The story of the Branobel started in 1873 when Robert first came to Azerbaijan for a search 
of iron wood (the walnut timber). He was crossing Baku and found the begin of the oil era and 
oil klondike on Absheron Peninsula which would change the world economy. After consulting 
with Ludvig he bought a small refinery and an oil concession. As you know the first ever 
industrial oil output in the world and industrially drilled well was executed in Baku in Beby
Eybat in 1846! But the real oil boom in the history of Baku oil, was started only in 1877 when 
the Tsar of Russia agreed to unblock the oil industry for investors including the foreign ones 
and instructed to eliminate the monopoly on Baku oil.



Ludvig Nobel and famous Russian chemist Mendeleev as the founding members of the 
Imperial Russian Technical Society were instrumental in pursueding Tsar to sign this special 
historic decree. They wrote a "White Paper" called "The Baku Naphta and the future of oil 
industry". This paper was a manifesto for a rapid development of the vast Baku oil fields!
The Branobel was very innovative and technological fast developing company with a unique 
social oriented business model introduced which meant health care, pension funds, 
construction of schools, hospitals, giving numerous scholarships, grants, organizing charity 
and mutual funds... The company was very successful and rapidly growing. In 1878 Ludvig
Nobel who was leading the company at the beginning invented and built the first steam 
tanker "Zoroaster" to transport Baku oil via Caspian sea, in 1889 Nobels in cooperation with 
the Rothschilds built the first oil pipeline and railway Baku- Batumi (Black sea). Hence Baku 
oil got an access to an open sea. Interesting that they used a dynamite which Alfred invented 
and construction was conducted in a record time frame. Nobels built the first oil tanks to 
transport oil and oil products by railways, had achieved in making the best kerosene in the 

world and deep refinig. At the beginning of 20 century Branobel had already controlled almost 
60% of Russian oil products market. Nobels created a unique distribution and marketing 
system allowing them to have Branobel subsidiaries and brunches almost in every important 
Russian town.



In distribution, marketing and innovations they were much better than their rivals. Between 
1910-1915 Branobel became the second largest and one and only vertically integrated oil 
company in the world with 10% of global production of oil after Standard Oil (the current 
Exxon-Mobil). Royal Dutch was the third. As known that time till almost 1930th the main 
sources of oil in the world- more than 50%- was concentrated in Baku, the rest- in 
Pennsylvania US and Indonesia. Curiously that behind the Standard Oil was Rockefeller family, 
behind Royal Dutch Shell- Rothschilds and Branobel belonged to Nobel family. So these three 
the most powerful dynasties controlled almost all global oil market. In 1888 Ludvig died and 
his elder son Emanuel Nobel came to reign the company and he succeeded a lot. Already in 
1889 uncle Alfred wrote a letter to Emanuel: "Nephew you are doing a great job. Bravo!" In 

fact there was a very good chemistry between the uncle Alfred and the nephew Emanuel. Not 
many people know that up to 22-24% of Alfred Nobel Prize funds had oil origin. When Alfred 
died in 1896 long before the expropriation of the Branobel by Bolsheviks his shares were 
bought by his loyal nephew. Emanuel was the key person in fulfilment of the Testament (the 
Will) of Alfred Nobel when he left all his fortunes to establish the Nobel Prizes. Other 

relatives and the king of Sweden Oscar the 2 were adamantly against the idea. But Emanuel 
who was on the top of Nobel financial industrial (oil) empire insisted that the will of his uncle 
should be fully respected. 



He said to the King, I quote: " Sir, I would not like to ignore my duty before my descendant and 
to deny to scientists funds which belong to them and nobody else". In 1897, on the demand 
of Emanuel Nobel, all of Alfred's capital was withdrawn from the Nobel companies in 
particular from the Branobel and used to establish the Nobel prize fund. At that time the fund 
constituted some two million pounds sterling and became the financial basis for the global 
Nobel prizes! Thus the first Nobel prize winning ceremony took place in Stockholm and Oslo 
in 1901 with Emanuel Nobel representing the family.
The international prizes established by Alfred Nobel are renowned worldwide and subject of 
intense interest and speculation. In contrast, an oil prize established in Baku to honour
Emanuel Nobel had been all but forgotten until the Baku Nobel Heritage Fund which I chair 
found and reviled the archival materials about it in 2009 including the historic Statue of the 
Emanuel Nobel Oil Prize and four laureates who had received the Prize before it was frozen 
during the 1WW. Interestingly that the idea to honour Emanuel Nobel, the great oil man of 
the 20 century, was initiated in 1904 and Award capital paid in 1907 by Rothschilds and their 
Baku company "Mazut". At one point in 1904 Nobels had the JV with Rothschilds "NobMazut" 
to resist an expansion of Standard Oil in Baku oil industry and Russian market which was the 
biggest in Europe at that time. But let's return to our sheep's ( moutons).



The Branobel was very active in the Caspian region as well. In particular it was the biggest 
investor and developer of the oil province in Atirau Kazakhstan (in fact they opened the big 
Tengize oil in Atirau). They also worked in Cheleken in Turkmenistan and tried to drill in 
Uzbekistan. Emanuel Nobel who lived in Baku almost 30 years and managed the company 
dedicately belived that Caspian basin had huge oil and gas potencial and bright industrial 
future. The world oil history was written in Baku!
Unfortunately the Nobel brothers oil company, the most successful one in the world was 
ruined and nationalized by Bolshevik revolution. The first nationalization took place in April, 
1918 by decree of the Baku Komuna (Sergey Shauman). But after the announcement of the 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in May 1918, 100 anniversary of which we have just 
celebrated, the Branobel was denationalized by a special order of the government of the ADR 
who created the most favorable conditions and tax regime for Branobel. The next two years 
according to Emanuel and his employees were the most productive and worthwhile in the 
history of the company. In April 1920 the Branobel was nationalized for the second time. The 
Nobel family lost its unprecedented fortune and richness, the fully integrated company itself, 
the home residence in Baku -beautiful Villa Petrolea were all ruthlessly confiscated and then 
abandoned. Emanuel was obliged to escape. The Branobel after years of fierst legal battle with 
Lenin and Stalin soviet regime was finally de yuro liquidated in 1969.



Hence this is a story of rise and fall of one of the greates oil empires of the world! Today 
we say that companies like Socar and BP given their corporate governance, transparency and 
the most important-innovative scientific approaches and social oriented business models can 
be considered as a de facto successors and continued entities of the legendary Nobel brothers 
oil company!
We must remember that Nobels were always rewarding the spirit of innovations and 
entrepreneurship, embodied by them, and specified the importance of innovations for the 
benefit of mankind!!! Thank you.
And the last remark. Using this fantastic opportunity I invite all of you to visit Villa Petrolea, 
the unique home museum of Nobel Brothers in Baku!



Правление "Товарищество 
нефтяного производства 

братьев Нобель 
(Бранобель)" в 1909 году)



В мире тогда было всего три источника нефти — Баку, США 
(Пенсильвания) и Индонезия — и три наиболее крупных 
игрока на нефтяном рынке. Это компания «Standard Oil» 
(ныне — «ExxonMobil»), за которой стояла семья 
Рокфеллеров, «Royal Dutch Shell» (семья Ротшильдов) и 
«Товарищество нефтяного производства братьев Нобель», 
опережавшая своих конкурентов, несмотря на «молодость», 
по всем направлениям нефтедобычи благодаря тому, что, в 
принципе, Нобели были не бизнесменами, в классическом 
понимании этого слова, а больше исследователями, 
учеными, новаторами, генераторами передовых идей.





«Всё моё движимое и недвижимое имущество должно быть обращено моими 
душеприказчиками в ликвидные ценности, а собранный таким образом капитал 
помещён в надёжный банк. Доходы от вложений должны принадлежать фонду, 
который будет ежегодно распределять их в виде премий тем, кто в течение 
предыдущего года принёс наибольшую пользу человечеству… Указанные 
проценты необходимо разделить на пять равных частей, которые 
предназначаются: одна часть — тому, кто сделает наиболее важное открытие 
или изобретение в области физики; другая — тому, кто сделает наиболее 
важное открытие или усовершенствование в области химии; третья — тому, кто 
сделает наиболее важное открытие в области физиологии или медицины; 
четвёртая — тому, кто создаст наиболее выдающееся литературное 
произведение идеалистического направления; пятая — тому, кто внёс наиболее 
существенный вклад в сплочение наций, уничтожение рабства или снижение 
численности существующих армий и содействие проведению мирных 
конгрессов… Моё особое желание заключается в том, чтобы при присуждении 
премий не принималась во внимание национальность кандидатов…»

Завещание Альфреда Нобеля



Завещание 
Нобеля





Нобелевский диплом 
первого лауреата премии 
по физике В.-К. Рентгена





Об учреждении премии Нобеля подвигла случайность. В 1888 году он 
прочитал во французской газете опубликованный по ошибке некролог на 

самого себя под названием «Торговец смертью мертв». Эта статья 
заставила Нобеля задуматься над тем, чем он запомнится человечеству. 



Первая 
церемония 
вручения 
Нобелевских 
премий – в 
1901 году
(была 
приурочена 
к пятой 
годовщине 
со дня 
смерти 
Альфреда 
Нобеля)



Нобелевская премия 
стала самой престижной 
премией в области 
физики, химии, 
физиологии, медицины, 
экономики, литературы и 
деятельности по 
установлению мира между 
народами. Выплачивается 
она раз в году из средств 
фонда, созданного по 
завещанию Альфреда 
Нобеля. 



























Офисное здание компании Нобеля в Баку



Нобели в Баку





Баку. Завод 
Нобеля. 
Дистилляция.



Депо   для 
НАФТА



Жилые дома 
компании 
Нобеля в 
Балаханы



Завод 
Нобеля 
в Баку



Нефтяные 
месторождения 
в Балаханах



Нефтяные поля



Нефтяные резервуары 
на заводе Нобеля



Панорама 
завода 
Нобеля в 
Баку



Транспортировка 
Нефти



Три 
огненных 
фонтана





После 
пожара на 
нефтяной 
скважине 
в Баку



Попытка обуздать нефтяной фонтан 
выбрасывающий 20000 тонн в сутки



Бранобель-инженеры



Вечер в 
нефтяном клубе 
Балаханы



Врачи и 
школьный 

персонал на 
нефтяных 
объектах 

Нобеля в Баку



Работники дистилляционного цеха на заводе Нобеля в Баку



Роберт и Людвиг 
Нобели со 
своими 
сотрудниками в 
Баку

























«Зороастр» прослужил всем властям до 1948 года, когда был затоплен 
для создания искусственного острова в районе Баку Нефтяных Камней.

















Технологическая сага. 
"Товарищество нефтяного 
производства братьев Нобель"



Распахнувшая свои двери в 
конце XIX, а точнее, в мае 1884 
года, —воплощенная мечта 
Людвига Нобеля о райском 
местечке в 
«нефтяном царстве», том 
районе Баку, воздух которого 
был насквозь пропитан 
запахами нефти, а земля — 
мазутом, и который в те 
времена получил название 
Черного города, свое второе 
рождение обрела в XXI веке — 
в мае 2004 года.



В 1879 году в Баку 
было основано 
«Товарищество 
нефтяного произ- 
водства братьев 
Нобель». Указом 
императора России



Здание корпорации Нафта братьев 
Нобель в Баку -Villa  Petrolea



Villa  
Petrolea

















www.bakunobelarchives.az

www.bakunobel.org










